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Working with Thermoplastics
Degree Project

The process of 
creating the mask: 
sculpting the shape 
of the mask, before 

heating Worbla 
over the clay.

Prepping the 
completed mask 

structure with Flintex 
before painting.

The Worbla base is 
complete, with 

Wonderflex (white 
thermoplastic 

material) used to 
mould the reliefs in 

the clay mould to add 
definition.



Jaguar Shaman Ancient Maya Mask
Degree Project

Worbla and Wonderflex mask inspired by the legend of the Jaguar Shamans of the 
ancient Mayan civilization. Finished with acrylic paint, applied with a combination of 

brush and sponging techniques.



Competitive Dancesport Quickstep Designs

Four of my final designs completed for my final 
year project at college, where my concept was 

Icelandic Landscape for a ballroom couture 
collection. Painted in watercolour.



Competitive Dancesport Rumba Designs



Work Experience for a Client (pictured)
Dancesport Dress Embellishment, designed by Polly Mitton

Embellishment for 
my client’s Latin 
dress, which she 

wore for a qualifying 
competition at 

Blackpool (2019). 
Tapered swirl 

design created with 
silver, AB silver, red 

siam AB and red 
crystals in various 
sizes, working to a 

“youthful” brief.

Work in progress 
around the waist  



Work Experience with Iola Weir for Arcadia Bug
Making Process, Carnival Headdresses

Shaping soft metal 
over headdress 

base

Working with Iola meant I learnt new skills, but also that you 
can create using any material you can find. About half of our 

materials were from Bristol Scrap Store.

Finished Headdress 

Fan headdress decoration in 
progress: gluing on embellishmentsCreating the Three Main Headdresses

The main headdresses had to 
be more elaborate; we used 
paper fans decorated with 
diamantes and beaded motifs 
to add the appropriate amount 
of glitz!



‘Carnival of Curiosities’ 
Degree Project, Hand Embellishment

The finished hand 
embellishment (embroidery 
and beading) on the tailored 
front of the waistcoat, ready 

to construct.

Beading the final ray of this 
sun to complete the 

waistcoat decoration. I 
selected beads in metallic 
colours to complement the 
warmth of the gold fabric 
and the cooler tone of the 
blue waistcoat front fabric.

Appliquéing 
suns on to 

the waistcoat 
front piece. 



‘Ringmaster, Carnival of Curiosities’
Degree Project: Tailoring, Dyeing, Foiling and Hand Embellishment



Details of the Ringmaster’s Costume

A celestial-themed circus needs 
embellishment of both suns and 

stars. 

The suns combine hand and free 
machine embroidery, appliqué 
and hand beading techniques, 

while the constellations I beaded 
and embroidered on to a 

hand-dyed cuff and sleeve of a 
bought shirt. 

Dyeing effects achieved with 
blue and indigo dyes. 



‘Warrior Queen’ 
Final Degree Project, Entry for World of Wearable Art 2021

Final DesignWorking Drawings



‘Warrior Queen’, Work in Progress

Creating the wire frame for 
the bird-cage skirt involved 

securing the wire by 
wrapping techniques.

To achieve a twig/ 
branch-like texture, I 
wrapped the whole 

frame with pipe 
cleaners and then 
used a glue gun to 
cover the surface in 

hot glue. This creates 
an uneven, bark-like 

surface. 
Attaching small foam crows I created to 
the cage-skirt’s structure, by hand sewing.

Cage skirt 
sketch to 
illustrate its 
position on the 
rest of the skirt. 
The framework 
is attached to 
an adjustable 
waist strap, 
which can be 
put on or 
removed easily.



‘Warrior Queen’, Realising the Layered Skirt

The skirt comprises 
several layers. I 
backed the top 

layers with foam to 
create the shape I 

wanted.

Top two layers of skirt 
covered in eighteen sturdy 
canvas shapes to give a 

lot of volume. I 
hand-stitched these on to 
secure each one to the 

skirt.


