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About

Mona is an Austrian Designer and Artist with 

international background.

After a scientific career she followed her passion for 

a more creative life and attended a foundation year 

in Arts and Design at Arts University Bournemouth 

followed by a 3D Design (BA) course at the University of 

Plymouth.

She loves sustainable and organic designs with a twist.

Her source of inspiration for her creations in painting 

and designing are the mountains and the underwater 

life.

She has a wide range of interest in materials and 

processes - traditional and contemporary- but her 

overall aim is to make people smile with her colourful, 

playful and 'joyful' pieces of art and design.

Mona Marina



Materorganic
THE SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE
by Mona Abdel Azim (Mona Marina)

ORGANIC GLUE
ORGANIC 

WASTE

Materorganic is a new developed 
material out of organic waste and self-
devloped organic glue. 

It is very versatile in use and can function 
as a composite, decorative textured 
coating or a organic glue filler.  

Tangerine peel

Coffee ground

Cabbage powder

Lemon peel

GLUE & FILLER

COATING

COMPOSITE

Sugar

Starch

Flour

Vinegar

Water

that provides texture, colours and scents 
of its original source.

WHAT

I have been developing a new material out of organic waste 
and an eco-friendly glue.  This material can function as a 
composite, decorative coating or an organic glue filler. 

HOW

I collected food waste, such as tangerine peel, coffee 
ground, cabbage, lemon peel, lime peel and onions and 
tested the feasibility with my self developed glue. The 
material was moulded into a shape, brushed on wood or 
squeezed into gaps- depending on its final purpose. 

WHY

In the current environmental crisis it seems necessary 
to find biodegradable alternatives to plastics and use any 
resource available. I want to examine organic waste and 
the value it holds. I aim to invite people to celebrate the 
transformation of food waste into colourful and joyful 

objects.



The Organic  BEE 
Frisbee

ORGANIC 
WASTE 

Coffee ground, 
tangerine peel, cabbage 

leaves, lemon peel

JOYFUL 
DESIGN

a product that brings people 
JOY 

and invites to social 
interactions outside

ENVIRON-
MENTAL 

EDUCATION

learning about decomposation, 
flowers, bees and our 

habitat

BIOMIMICRY

4th law-  Nature recycles 
everything.

ORGANIC 
GLUE

made from flour, 
starch, vinegar, 

sugar, water

FLOWERSEEDS

that bees LOVE

CONCEPT



The Glamorous Glue/Filler

JOYFUL 
DESIGN

celerbating imperfections in 
colours in our wooden products 

and spreading JOY.

ORGANIC 
WASTE 

Coffee ground, 
tangerine peel, cabbage 

leaves, lemon peel

ORGANIC 
GLUE

made from flour, starch, 
vinegar, sugar, water

USE ANY 
TOOLS 

a joint that roughly fits can be 
solidified with the glue filler- 

Hand tools or old ones- 
anything works!

SUSTAINABLE 
ALTERNATIVE

 
to commonly used

fillers

CONCEPT



 The Colourful Coating

JOYFUL 
DESIGN

celerbating imperfections 
with colours in our wooden 

products and spreading 
JOY.

ORGANIC 
WASTE 

Coffee ground, 
tangerine peel, cabbage 

leaves, lemon peel

ORGANIC 
GLUE

made from flour, starch, 
vinegar, sugar, water 

ANY WOOD 

can be coated to give 
it texture, scent, colour, 
patterns and character

SUSTAINABLE 
ALTERNATIVE

 to paint, vinyl or textured 
coating materials and 

gives the opportunity to  
reconnects with nature

CONCEPT

wood coated with Materorganic and stained with coffee and cabbage juice



Corallina table
This coffee table is decorative and  
has surreal aspects.

I designed and manufactured it up-
side-down. The core of the legs is 
out of knotted paracords covered 
in ‘Jasmonite’ giving the table 
strength, structure, patterns and 
texture. 



The gently steambent lamps provide a warm light 
and a cosy atmosphere to any room through its 

natural shape. The wood is from locally resourced 
ash and has a low environmental impact.
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Anemone lamp



This bag combines natural materials and has low 

environmental impact. The handle is made out of gently 

steam bend ash and the fabric is strong cotton. The 

bendy bag can effortlessly be fully detached, is easy 

to ash and is palstic free. It is an elegant shopper with 

natural comours,therefrore goes with all casual outfits. 

Bendy bag



Screenprinting

A selection of dancing flowers in 

multiple colours printed on microply. 

I enjoy playing with colours and 

making my designs energetic 

and lively.



MANTARAY ROLL-UP BACKPACK 

This backpack was part of my 
screenprinting session. I applied 
my freehand drawn mantaray 
design via screenprinting onto 

the cotton fabric.

I then designed a Roll-Up 
backpack and made it out of my 
own design fabric in the textile 

workshop.
The inlay is pink to set a contrast 

to the suttle blues on beige.  



LAMELLA VASE

Lamella Vase is a conceptual piece of art out of ceramic. 
It reflects the organic forms and shapes of nature and how flora 
could adapt to unusal structures. Lamella resembles the structure of 
a mushroom or sea gras.



SPACE KROWN

This sculptural piece is a combination 

of many materials (wires and spotwelded 

bars). It contains fairylights to enhace 

the reflection of the metal materials. 
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Brian, the Firefly was a material experimentation 
with different types of metal. Copperwire was 
the main material for the body structure. For the 
double wings I used self-reinforced cardboard 
and recycled plastic. The pencil sketches  I 
created, supported the anatomical elements in my 
final piece. 



Prehistoric tool making

This brief was to create a tool out of any material to join components together 
without using man-made devices based on experiments and research on early 
tool making.  The final tool should involve processes such as spinning, twisting, 
fusing, interlocking or connecting material either in the process of constructing 
the tool or in the functional aspect.  

 My outcome was a spindle made out of a bamboo stick, plastic bottles, a paper 
clip and dried palm tree leaves. I learned spinning on Youtube and made a yarn- 
weaved it into a small piece of fabric which then became a cupholder for hot 
drinks.



Transdiscilpinary recycling project 
for the Illuminate Plymouth Festival 
November 2019, exhibited in Mount 
Edgecombe Park.

We built playful shelters in collaboration 
with architecture students and children 
from local schools as inspiration and 
advisors.

The Shelter Project Dartmoor Zoo Project

72h- design challenge, producing 
animal sculputres out of waste 
as an outdoor installation for 
Dartmoor Zoo. The aim was to 
materialise the importance of 
protecting fauna environments 
and address pollution and 
recycling. 
Our team came up with a plastic 
turtle.
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BLUE FOREST STOP MOTION SET
In this project I invented and developed magical creatures. 
The pink animals are called ‘Wabbles’. They are made out of 
silicon and their shelters are created out of wire and tissue pa-
per.  The blue dragon is sculpt out of several materials. The set 
for the creatures is handpainted and decorated with further 
props. 



The first object is a sensual experience that 
presents  materials fusing together creating 
something colourful, bright, translucent, 
rough, smooth and new- splashing over the 
brain like a wave.  

The second object represents a key that lights 
up to embody the value of a ‘bright’ future. The 
word future is worked into the teeth of the key. 
The wireframe was covered in book pages to 
emphasize the importance of literacy. The key 
rings are presenting all UN country ensigns 
and are colour-coded: green seam – quotes, 
black seam - facts. 

 

The key to a bright future - 
UN Goal 4: Education 

For this project I worked on the 
UN sustainability goal 4 - a  sensual and a data 

lead approach.



Swing Shelf is 
made from one long 
piece of ash timber 
that is elegantly 
steam bent into 
shape. It has low 
environmental 
impact and the 
wood is resourced 
locally. This shelf 
is decorative, 
functional and 
provides a homely 
athmosphere.

Swing Shelf



The lamp is manually made out of 
paperclay, split in half and digitally 

reconneted by 3D printed PLA joints.

Dinucleotid light



Preindustrial tool making

The brief was to create a tool to give structure or 

texture to a soft material. This tool should have 

one of the following functions:  piercing, pressing, 

twisting, carving, shaping or cutting. The tool 

itself can be made from any material and can be 

assembled by any technique or tool but without using 

electricity.   

My final outcome was a selection of  four tile cutters  

that could also decorate the tiles and a few tools 

to shapes clay. I loved experimenting with it and it 

reminded me of cookie baking.



tHe PeCuLiArS

A collection of surreal knobs 
integrating assemblage, photography and 

divergent thinking in the process of creation 
and named  after their unique features.

THE 
LOLLIPOP 
ALIEN

THE MOSS MAKER

THE SHADY LIFE OF A 
CUBIC TANGERINE

THE GOLDEN 
RIDDLE

THE 
SECRET
 11

THE SPIKY TEMPTATIONTHE INVISBLE OCTOPUS THE POPCORN 
TREE

THE COLOUR PROPELLOR



The Armadillo Light is a hand 
painted paper lampshade for the 
torch of your phone that fits into 

your wallet and creates a relaxing 
and joyful ambience. 

Armadillo Lights



Further Development of the Amradillo Lights 
Bedside table lamps with a ceramic base in an organic shape



Traditional Printing - Lino Prints



DAS KLEINE TRÄUMER-
BUCH

I wrote 11 short poems for children 
and created illustration. The 
illustrations are drawn with Aquarell 
and further improved digitally. This 
book is self-bound and decorated.



Life Drawings with brown chalk



Polaroid Photography combined with Digital Arts



19 cups 19 
characters

This series of cups showcase 
a selection of coloured slips, 
underglazes and self-made 

glazes. This project aimed to 
experiment and test texture, 

colours, glazes and techniques.



Serendipity
egg cups

Happy eggcups in abstract shapes for 
a joyful weekend brunch. 



Seerose
a spot-welded abstract, vibrant flower lamp shade


